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–– SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES –– 
 

Robert Alt 

Director, Rule of Law Programs, and Senior Legal Fellow, Center for Legal and Judicial Studies, 

The Heritage Foundation 

Robert Alt is a Senior Legal Fellow and Deputy Director of the Center for Legal and Judicial Studies at The 
Heritage Foundation. Alt has written and lectured extensively on issues of constitutional law, with particular 
emphasis on civil rights law, election law, separation of powers, antiterrorism law, and the law of war. He also 
has extensive firsthand experience in scrutinizing the legal implications of the war on terrorism after spending 
five months in Iraq in 2004. During this time, he observed and wrote about the shift to the Transitional 
Administrative Law and the transfer of governmental control. Prior to joining Heritage for a second time in 
2008, Alt taught national security law, criminal law, and legislation at Case Western Reserve University School 
of Law in Cleveland. He first served at Heritage as Deputy Congressional Liaison from 1997 to 1999. In addition 
to his Heritage duties, Alt is a Fellow in Legal and International Affairs at the John M. Ashbrook Center for 
Public Affairs at Ashland University in Ohio, where he has taught constitutional law and political parties and 
interest groups. Alt has testified before Congress on the legality of the Terrorist Surveillance Program and before 
the Federal Election Commission concerning issues of constitutional and administrative law. He has published 
articles in The Wall Street Journal, The Washington Times, The Daily Standard, and The San Diego Union-
Tribune and is a regular contributor to National Review Online. He also has provided commentary on CNN, Fox 
News, and numerous syndicated radio programs. Alt graduated from the University of Chicago Law School in 
2002, after which he clerked for Judge Alice Batchelder on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 6th Circuit. In 
1998, he received a bachelor's degree in political science and philosophy from Azusa Pacific University in 
California. 

 

John Andrews 

Director, Centennial Institute, Colorado Christian University 

 
John Andrews is Director of the Centennial Institute, a public policy think tank at Colorado Christian University, 
and author of the new book Responsibility Reborn: A Citizen’s Guide to the Next American Century. He 
previously served as President of the Colorado Senate, helped enact the Taxpayer’s Bill of Rights, and founded 
the Independence Institute and the State Policy Network. Senator Andrews does regular commentary for the 
Denver Post and Colorado Public Television, chairs the annual Western Conservative Summit, and consults for 



-2- 

 

legislative leaders across the country. He was a speechwriter for President Richard Nixon, an education adviser 
for President Ronald Reagan, an appointee of both George H. W. Bush and George W. Bush, and Republican 
candidate for Governor of Colorado in 1990. John grew up in the Colorado Mountains, graduated from Principia 
College, and served as a U.S. Navy submarine officer. He and Donna, his wife of 44 years, have three grown 
children as well as a grandson, Ian Michael.  

 

 

Jorge Bonilla 

Editor, EL Tercer Riel 
 

Jorge Bonilla is a professional interpreter/translator and Editor of El Tercer Riel (The Third Rail), a Spanish-
language conservative blog created to bridge the communications gap between the U.S. Hispanic population and 
conservative thought and policy leaders. Jorge often contributes guest commentary and political analysis to local 
Spanish radio news broadcasts and talk shows and is a contributor to Hot Air. Prior to founding El Tercer Riel, 
Jorge served as a Central Florida Hispanic Outreach staff member for Marco Rubio’s 2010 Senate campaign. 
While on the campaign, Jorge was responsible for policy analysis and research in support of media outreach in 
the Central Florida market. Jorge was born in Brooklyn, New York, and spent his teen years in his parents’ 
native Puerto Rico. During the Desert Storm era, Jorge served in the United States Marine Corps Reserve and in 
the United States Navy. Jorge cites his grandfather Jaime’s Korean War service as his inspiration to serve and is 
just as bound to “protect the Constitution against all enemies, foreign and domestic” today as he was in 1989 
when he first took the oath of enlistment. Jorge and his wife, Maggie, currently reside in Central Florida, where 
they are active members of Free Life Chapel. 

 

 

Lindsey Burke 

Will Skillman Fellow in Education, The Heritage Foundation 

 

Lindsey Burke researches and writes on federal and state education issues as the Will Skillman Fellow in 
Education Policy at The Heritage Foundation. Burke devotes her time and research to two critical areas of 
education policy: reducing the federal role in education and empowering families with school choice. Her 
commentary, research, and op-eds have appeared in such newspapers and magazines as The Washington Times, 
National Review Online, The Atlantic, Time, and Newsweek. She has spoken on education reform issues across 
the country and internationally and has appeared on radio and television shows on such networks as CNN and 
Fox News. Burke holds a bachelor’s degree in politics from Hollins University in Roanoke, Virginia, and a 
master of teaching in foreign language education from the University of Virginia. She and her husband, Brian, 
reside in Alexandria, Virginia.  
 

 

Jennifer Butler 

Executive Vice President, State Policy Network 

 
Jennifer Butler’s lifelong belief in self-sufficiency and free markets led her to the State Policy Network and her 
current role as Executive Vice President. She is responsible for finances, organization management, strategic 
planning, and assisting the president in coordinating the vast number of SPN programs and resources that 
support state-focused market-oriented think tanks. Ms. Butler has over 15 years experience in the public policy 
arena and running campaigns. Prior to joining SPN, she headed several trade associations’ government affairs 
departments in South Florida, where she was an advocate for private property rights, advancement of 
homeownership opportunities, and limiting government interference with commercial and residential 
development. She has also lobbied on issues related to the restaurant industry, prison privatization, and health 
care. A graduate of the Political Science Department at Florida State University, she went on to earn her master’s 
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in public administration with an emphasis in administrative law from Portland State University in Portland, 
Oregon. She is a Florida native now living in Alexandria, Virginia, with her husband, two children, and yellow 
Labrador retriever. Weekends are spent gardening, running, attempting to paint, and enjoying her Second 
Amendment rights with an afternoon of shooting trap. 
 
 

Jon Caldara 

President, Independence Institute 

Jon Caldara’s free-market philosophy gelled when he was studying economics and business at the University of 
Colorado in Boulder during the mid-1980s. As an outlet for his frustration with modern collectivist politics, 
Caldara authored and drew a daily comic strip, “B Street,” which he syndicated to more than 50 newspapers 
across the U.S. This conservative version of “Doonesbury” was the constant target of the politically correct. 
Caldara started his political career in 1994 when he was elected to the Regional Transportation District Board of 
Directors. He almost immediately became the most controversial and outspoken board member in RTD’s 
history. He fought against wasteful projects and for such free-market reforms as competitive contracting of 
services and privatization. In 1998, he became Chairman of the Board of RTD. In 1998, Caldara led the 
statewide effort to defeat Referendum B, a proposal for the state to keep a billion dollars of the taxpayers’ 
surplus for unspecified projects. In 2000, he ran the campaign against the educational spending mandate, 
Amendment 23. In 2001, he led the defeat of a tax increase to fund a monorail system over the Rocky 
Mountains. In 2005, he ran the campaign against Colorado’s attack on the Taxpayer’s Bill of Rights, Refs. C and 
D, defeating the debt increase, Ref. D. 5280 Magazine named Caldara one of the top 10 most influential men in 
Denver, and Westword named him Denver’s Best Media Manipulator. The Denver Post put Caldara on their list 
of people to watch. The State Policy Network honored him in 2005 with the Thomas Roe Award. His weekly 
current affairs television program, Devil’s Advocate, airs on Colorado Public Television Channel 12. Caldara 
writes daily on his blog, The Cauldron, and hosts a weekly Podcast on the Independence Institute’s iVoices.org.  

 

James Capretta 

Fellow, Ethics and Public Policy Center, and Visiting Fellow, The Heritage Foundation 

 

James C. Capretta analyzes and writes on a range of domestic and economic issues while specializing in health 
care reform, entitlement reform, and fiscal policy. Capretta served in senior positions in the federal government 
over two decades. He worked in both the executive and legislative branches as an expert in health care and fiscal 
policy. From 2001 to 2004, he was Associate Director of the White House Office of Management and Budget, 
providing budgetary oversight of Medicare, Medicaid, Social Security, education, and welfare programs. 
Capretta’s essays and articles have appeared in numerous news, commentary, and trade publications, and he is a 
regular guest commentator on national television and radio programs. Capretta received a master’s degree in 
public policy studies from Duke University and a bachelor’s degree in government from the University of Notre 
Dame. 
 
 

Alejandro Chafuen, Ph.D. 
President, Atlas Economic Research Foundation 

Dr. Chafuen became President of Atlas in 1991 and was elected to its Board in 2009. He joined Atlas in 1985 
and worked alongside Sir Antony Fisher. He is also president and founder of the Hispanic American Center of 
Economic Research. He is the author of Faith and Liberty, which has been published in Spain, Poland, and Italy, 
and serves on the boards of the Chase Foundation of the Commonwealth of Virginia, the Acton Institute for the 
Study of Religion and Liberty, and the Fraser Institute. He recently became a trustee for Grove City College in 
Pennsylvania. 
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Rory Cooper 

Director, Communications, The Heritage Foundation  

 
Rory Cooper coordinates The Heritage Foundation’s external messaging and internal communications, manages 
its entire digital communications and social media portfolios, and develops partnerships with new media. As 
director of communications, Cooper also is responsible for all other aspects of the think tank’s Communications 
division, including broadcast, print, and online media, in the absence of the Vice President for Communications. 
Cooper also serves as Executive Editor for The Foundry, Heritage’s public policy news and commentary blog. 
Among its features is Morning Bell, one of Washington’s most widely read and influential morning e-
newsletters. In June 2011, Campaigns & Elections magazine named Cooper one of 40 “Rising Stars.” He was 
the only think tank employee to make the list. Before joining Heritage in 2008 as Director of Strategic 
Communications, Cooper served for more than seven years in the Administration of George W. Bush, 
completing his service as a senior policy adviser at the Department of Energy. Between 2001 and 2004, Cooper 
was an aide in the Bush White House, first as Associate Director of Policy and Plans in the newly formed Office 
of Homeland Security, then as Associate Director of Intergovernmental Affairs for the Homeland Security 
Council. In the wake of the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, Cooper was instrumental in formation of the 
Department of Homeland Security and production of the first National Strategy for Homeland Security. His 
initial Administration post was as Deputy White House Liaison to Housing and Urban Development Secretary 
Mel Martinez. Cooper also served at NASA as the first Director of the space agency’s newly created Division of 
Outreach and Intergovernmental Affairs, following an assignment with the 2005 Base Realignment and Closure 
Commission. Before his government service, Cooper worked for the political division of the National 
Republican Congressional Committee and for the Republican Governors Association and two presidential 
inaugural committees. He also participated in countless political and grassroots campaigns. Cooper’s recent 
media appearances include CNN, Fox News, CNBC, Bloomberg TV, and MSNBC among many others, 
including a weekly feature on a nationally syndicated radio show. His writing has been published by major 
newspapers and posted by online news sites, among them National Review Online, Daily Caller, and Politico. 
Cooper holds a bachelor’s degree in international relations and political science from Tulane University in New 
Orleans, Louisiana. He and his wife, Emily, currently reside in Hyattsville, Maryland, with their daughter, 
Lillian, and dog, Harold. 
 

Daniel DiSalvo 

Senior Fellow, Manhattan Institute for Policy Research 

 

Daniel DiSalvo is an Assistant Professor of Political Science at the City College of New York and a Senior 
Fellow at the Manhattan Institute. His work focuses on American political parties, public policy, and political 
thought. He has written on these topics for both scholarly and popular publications, including National Affairs, 
The Public Interest, Commentary, The Tocqueville Review, Congress & the Presidency, and The Journal of 
Policy History. He is also the author of Engines of Change: Party Factions in American Politics, 1868–2010 
(Oxford).  

 

 

Brian F. Donahue 

President and Founder, CRAFT Media/Digital 

 

Previously a partner and Executive Vice President with a political media and direct mail consulting firm, Brian 
Donahue has managed four federal election campaigns, served on two presidential election staffs, and consulted 
on numerous political and public affairs campaigns. After serving as a target state Executive Director for Bush-
Cheney ’04, Donahue headed the National 72-Hour Task Force for the Republican National Committee, 
directing grassroots programs, vote analysis, and GOTV operations. Donahue served as Deputy Chief of Staff 
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and District Director to former Congressman Mike Ferguson and Public Affairs Director for a national law firm. 
Donahue has presented campaign strategy and tactical seminars at numerous campaign schools and has been 
sourced in several national news outlets including The New York Times, The Washington Post, CNN, Fox News 
Channel, Roll Call, The Hill, National Journal, ClickZ, and Politico. In 2006, he was named a “Rising Star” by 
Campaigns & Elections magazine. Donahue is an occasional political commentator on Fox News Channel and 
MSNBC’s Dylan Ratigan Show. In the past, Donahue taught political marketing as an adjunct faculty member at 
George Washington University’s Graduate School of Political Management. He is also a member of GSPM’s 
Council on American Politics. 
 

 

Becky Norton Dunlop 
Vice President, External Relations, The Heritage Foundation 
 
Becky Norton Dunlop’s duties and travel itinerary as The Heritage Foundation’s Vice President for External 
Relations have made her the think tank’s “chief ambassador” outside the Beltway. Dunlop, who joined Heritage 
in 1998, oversees four program areas – Coalition Relations, Lectures and Seminars, Young Leaders Program and 
Strategic Outreach – that are focused on spreading conservative ideas in a host of outside forums. She held 
several senior positions in the Reagan Administration. From 1981 to 1985, she was Deputy Assistant for 
Presidential Personnel and Special Assistant to the President and Director of his Cabinet office at the White 
House. During Reagan’s second term, Dunlop went to Justice in 1985–1986 as Senior Special Assistant to 
Attorney General Edwin Meese, in charge of managing Cabinet-level domestic policy issues. She then 
completed her service at the Interior Department as Assistant Secretary for Fish, Wildlife, and Parks. From 1994-
1998 Dunlop served as Secretary of Natural Resources for the Commonwealth of Virginia under Governor 
George Allen. In this post, she worked to streamline, decentralize, and downsize agencies while protecting and 
improving the environment. She is one of the few “free-market environmentalists” to have headed a state agency 
and put ideas into action. Her book Clearing the Air (Alexis de Tocqueville Institute, 2000) chronicles some of 
her experiences in advancing those principles. In 2002, President George W. Bush appointed her to a part-time 
post as chairwoman of the Federal Services Impasse Panel, which resolves disputes between agencies and labor 
unions. Her current leadership roles include serving on the boards of the Virginia Institute for Public Policy, the 
Family Foundation of Virginia, the Reagan Ranch Board of Governors, the Reagan Alumni Association, the 
Association for American Educators Foundation, the Institute on Religion and Democracy, the American 
Conservation Union, and the Phillips Foundation. Dunlop is a sought-after public speaker on the idea that 
personnel is policy; on energy and the environment, including free-market environmentalism; and on the Reagan 
Administration, including the 40th President’s effective leadership style. A graduate of Miami University in 
Ohio, she resides in Arlington, Virginia, with her husband, George S. Dunlop. The Dunlops are members of 
Oakland Baptist Church in Alexandria.           
 

 

Trent England 

Vice President of Policy, Freedom Foundation 

 
Trent England is the Vice President of Policy at the Freedom Foundation, where he also directs the Save Our 
States project and teaches First Principles programs. He previously directed the Foundation’s constitutional 
studies programs, Citizenship and Governance Center, and Citizen Action Network. England was a candidate for 
the state legislature in 2006 and earlier served as a legal policy analyst at The Heritage Foundation. He is a 
contributor to two books, The Heritage Guide to the Constitution and One Nation Under Arrest: How Crazy 
Laws, Rogue Prosecutors, and Activist Judges Threaten Your Liberty. England’s writing has also appeared in the 
Wall Street Journal, Christian Science Monitor, Washington Times, and other newspapers. He earned a law 
degree from the George Mason University School of Law and a bachelor of arts in government from Claremont 
McKenna College. He lives in Bremerton, Washington, with his wife and their three children. 
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Chuck Fowler 

Chairman, The City Committee 

 

Chuck Fowler is a Denver native and Colorado Springs resident since 1985. After graduating from CU–Boulder, 
he worked as a petroleum landman for Denver-based Bellwether Exploration Company. During this time, he also 
founded the Denver-Julesberg Petroleum Association and served as its Chairman and President until moving to 
Colorado Springs. The DJPA has since become the Colorado Oil and Gas Association, the state’s largest oil and 
gas trade association. Chuck was recruited to Colorado Springs by Gates Land Company as Land Sales Manager 
for its Cheyenne Mountain Ranch community. Chuck left the company after five years to manage his family’s 
custom home development in Longmont, returning two years later to the Springs to start his own consulting 
business, Fowler communications company. The company has consulted with large, master-planned community 
developers in Colorado Springs, Denver, and South Fork regarding community governance, management, and 
operations. In 2010, Fowler founded, with Broadmoor Hotel President and CEO Steve Bartolin and City 
Councilman Sean Paige, The City Committee, a nonprofit organization dedicated to reforming the model for 
how public services are delivered by local governments. He was married to his wife, Cindy, for 28 years prior to 
her death in February 2012 from breast cancer. Their daughter, Emily, is a 2009 graduate of the University of 
Denver and is employed by the Faegre Baker Daniels law firm. 
 
 

Matthew Freund 

Head of Development, Adam Smith Society, Harvard Business School Chapter 

 
Matthew Freund is a second-year student at Harvard Business School and Head of Development of the school’s 
Adam Smith Society chapter. He is also president of the HBS Republicans Club. Prior to HBS, Freund was an 
Army officer. A ranger-qualified paratrooper, he was based at Fort Bragg, North Carolina, and deployed for one 
year to Baghdad, where he advised the Iraqi Army. Last summer, he worked in Bank of America’s Merrill 
Lynch’s Mergers and Acquisitions Group. He received a BSBA from the University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill. With chapters at four of the nation’s top business schools and plans to expand to the top 10 next year, the 
Adam Smith Society began at Harvard Business School as a forum for MBAs dedicated to exploring the link 
between the economy, government, and society. The Society believes that business, entrepreneurship, and 
commerce are wellsprings that keep this country vibrant, creative, prosperous, and free. Through debate and 
discussion, the Society aims to advance this idea on campus and to equip future business leaders with the tools to 
defend capitalism and its virtues. Chapter leaders bring successful business people, thought leaders, and 
policymakers to campus. Recent speakers at HBS have included Richard Fisher, President of the Federal Reserve 
Bank of Dallas; Joe Kernen, co-host of CNBC’s Squawk Box; and Joshua Harris, Senior Managing Director of 
Apollo Global Management. The national organization receives support from the Marilyn G. Fedak Capitalism 
Project and is led by Alison Smith, Director of the Manhattan Institute’s Center for the American University.  
 
 

Stanley Galarza 

President and Editor, Dos Mundos West Texas Bilingual Newspaper 
 
Stanley Galarza is President of B&S Media Print LLC; Editor of Dos Mundos West Texas Bilingual Newspaper; 
General Manager of KOZA radio station, Odessa Texas; and host of the morning talk show La Voz De la 
Mañana on Que Buena 1230 AM radio. Before joining KOZA, he hosted La Voz Latina radio talk show on 
WVMI 570 AM and WTNI 1640 AM in Biloxi and Gulfport, Mississippi. In 2002, he co-founded the Gulf Cost 
Latin American Association, which achieved a membership of three thousand prior to Hurricane Katrina. He is 
also co-founder and present board member of the Odessa, Texas, Community in Action. He is the recipient of the 
2010–2011 Odessa Links Community Partner award and the Odessa, Texas, Hispanic Heritage Organization 
award for Latino cultural projects and community involvement. 
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Robert P. George 

McCormick Professor of Jurisprudence and Director, James Madison Program, Princeton University 

 

Robert P. George is McCormick Professor of Jurisprudence and Director of the James Madison Program in 
American Ideals and Institutions at Princeton University. He is a member of the President’s Council on 
Bioethics. He previously served as a presidential appointee to the United States Commission on Civil Rights and 
as a Judicial Fellow at the Supreme Court of the United States, where he received the Justice Tom C. Clark 
Award. A graduate of Swarthmore College and Harvard Law School, Professor George earned a doctorate in 
philosophy of law from Oxford University. He was elected to Phi Beta Kappa at Swarthmore and received a 
Knox Fellowship from Harvard for graduate study in law and philosophy at Oxford. He is author of Making Men 
Moral: Civil Liberties and Public Morality (1993) and In Defense of Natural Law (1999) and editor of Natural 
Law Theory: Contemporary Essays (1992), The Autonomy of Law: Essays on Legal Positivism (1996), and 
Natural Law, Liberalism, and Morality (1996), all published by Oxford University Press. He is also editor of 
Great Cases in Constitutional Law (2000) and co-editor of Constitutional Politics: Essays on Constitution 
Making, Maintenance, and Change (2001), from Princeton University Press. His most recent books are The 
Meaning of Marriage, edited with Jean Bethke Elshtain and published by Spence Publishing Co., and The Clash 
of Orthodoxies, published by ISI Books. Professor George’s articles and review essays have appeared in the 
Harvard Law Review, Yale Law Journal, Columbia Law Review, University of Chicago Law Review, Review of 
Politics, Review of Metaphysics, and American Journal of Jurisprudence. He has also written for The New York 
Times, The Washington Post, The Wall Street Journal, First Things, the Boston Review, and the Times Literary 
Supplement. Professor George was one of four winners of the 2005 Bradley Prizes for Intellectual and Civic 
Achievement. His other awards include the Philip Merrill Award for Distinguished Contributions to the Liberal 
Arts, the Richard M. Weaver Award for Scholarly Letters, the Paul Bator Award of the Federalist Society for 
Law and Public Policy, and a Silver Gavel Award of the American Bar Association. He holds honorary 
doctorates of law, letters, ethics, humane letters, and science. He is a member of the Council on Foreign 
Relations and serves on the boards of directors of the Lynde and Harry Bradley Foundation, Ethics and Public 
Policy Center, Institute for American Values, Family Research Council, Institute on Religion and Democracy, 
Center for Individual Rights, Institute for Marriage and Public Policy, and Marriage Savers. He has also served 
on the boards of the National Association of Scholars and the Philosophy Education Society, publisher of the 
Review of Metaphysics. He is a member of editorial boards of First Things, Academic Questions, the American 
Journal of Jurisprudence, and the International Journal of Biotechnology Law and is general editor of New 
Forum Books, an imprint of Princeton University Press. In addition to his academic and civic work, Professor 
George is Of Counsel to the law firm of Robinson & McElwee. 
 
 
Hannah Giles 

Founder and Director of Investigations, The American Phoenix Foundation 

 

Hannah Giles is the young journalist who originally conceived the idea for the ACORN video investigation. 
Immediately following the September 2009 release of her investigation, the Census Bureau and IRS severed ties 
with ACORN. The United States House of Representatives and Senate voted in an overwhelmingly bipartisan 
manner to defund the organization. ACORN has since declared financial bankruptcy. The mainstream media’s 
response to Ms. Giles’ investigations not only proved that she struck a nerve, but also repeatedly affirmed the 
inadequacy and inaccuracy of the mainstream media. Her work has received national and international coverage 
and awards. She has since founded The American Phoenix Foundation to house and fund her ongoing national 
investigations and to recruit, develop, and deploy talented young journalists to follow in her footsteps. Hannah is 
an avid surfer, poet, painter, adventurer, and Valente Jiu-Jitsu practitioner. 
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Julio Rolando Giron 

Producer and Radio Host, Prizma Radio Group  

 

Julio Rolando Giron is a radio producer and radio host in Los Angeles County. He is a graduate of Santa Monica 
Community College, where he earned a degree in broadcasting. Since 2002, Mr. Giron has produced radio shows 
for major radio networks such as radio UNICA Network, UNIVISION Radio, Multicultural Broadcasting Inc., 
KABC Radio, Radio Formula Network, and GLR Networks. Mr. Giron is a strong conservative Latino. He 
became a United States citizen in 1987 and is an admirer of the late President Ronald Reagan. He believes 
Latino conservatives have been left behind by the extreme liberal media, Spanish and English. In 2004, Mr. 
Giron started a small business, Prizma Radio Group. Mr. Giron saw an opportunity to give conservative Latinos 
a voice in the media community and founded a conservative Latino voice. 

 

 

Katie Harbath 
Manager, Public Policy, Facebook 
 
Katie Harbath is a Manager for Policy at Facebook, where she focuses on political outreach. Prior to Facebook, 
Harbath was the Chief Digital Strategist at the National Republican Senatorial Committee. She previously led 
digital strategy in positions at DCI Group, the Rudy Giuliani for President campaign, and the Republican 
National Committee. In 2009, she was named a “Rising Star” by Campaigns and Elections magazine. Harbath 
holds a B.A. in journalism and political science from the University of Wisconsin–Madison.  
 
 

Randy Hicks 

President and Chief Executive Officer, Georgia Family Council 

 
Randy Hicks is President of the Georgia Family Council, a nonprofit research and education organization 
committed to fostering conditions in which individuals, families, and communities thrive. A longtime student of 
government and civil society, Hicks works with local and national policy leaders to elevate marriage, family, and 
community-based collaboration in our public discourse and frequently speaks on ways to increase self-reliance 
and neighborly concern. Hicks has led GFC’s effort to help with the startup and launch of 12 community-based 
initiatives in Georgia that work to reduce divorce and unwed childbearing at the local level. At the request of 
former Georgia Supreme Court Chief Justice Leah Ward Sears, he served on the Georgia Commission on 
Children, Marriage and Family Law, and he partnered with the White House to convene a roundtable on the 
topic of marriage-affirming community initiatives that accompanied GFC’s release of a national study on the 
taxpayer costs of divorce and unwed childbearing. Hicks also led the effort to establish GFC’s Center for an 
Educated Georgia, the only state-based organization that actively works on a broad spectrum of education choice 
and reform issues with the goal of improving K–12 education quality and access in Georgia. Prior to joining 
GFC, he played an integral role in developing state-based family advocacy organizations in 12 states. He also 
spent four years as a field representative for a California state senator. He earned his bachelor’s degree from the 
University of Southern California and a master’s degree from Biola University in Los Angeles. He and his wife 
Marilyn reside in Suwanee, Georgia, with their five children. 
 

 

Reed Hopper 

Principal Attorney, Pacific Legal Foundation 

  

Reed Hopper is a Principal Attorney with the Pacific Legal Foundation. He oversees the foundation’s 
Endangered Species and Clean Water Act litigation. Prior to joining the foundation in 1987, Hopper served as 
both an Environmental Protection Officer and a Hearing Officer in the U.S. Coast Guard, enforcing the Clean 



-10- 

 

Water Act in the Gulf Coast. He has managed large industrial waste programs and written numerous compliance 
standards. At the Pacific Legal Foundation, he has litigated precedent-setting environmental and land use cases, 
including the landmark cases of Rapanos v. United States and, more recently, Sackett v. EPA in the U.S. 
Supreme Court. Hopper studied German and biochemistry at the University of California and graduate 
business administration at Tulane University. He earned his Juris Doctor degree from the McGeorge School of 
Law, University of the Pacific. 
 
 

William Hybl 

Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, El Pomar Foundation 

William J. Hybl is Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of El Pomar Foundation, a general-purpose foundation 
and national leader in innovative grantmaking, operating many of its own programs focused on excellence in 
individual and organizational leadership. In part because of these activities, the Association of Fundraising 
Professionals recognized El Pomar in 1998 as National Foundation of the Year. Hybl is Civilian Aide Emeritus 
to the Secretary of the Army, having served as Aide for 25 years, and Chairman of the U.S. Commission on 
Public Diplomacy, to which he was appointed by President George W. Bush on March 17, 2008, following 
confirmation by the U.S. Senate and reappointed by President Barack Obama on June 1, 2011. He was appointed 
by President George H.W. Bush to serve on the Commission from 1990–1992 and reappointed by President 
William J. Clinton from 1993–1997. He served for four years as Vice Chairman. President George W. Bush 
appointed him as U.S. Representative to the 56th General Assembly of the United Nations. Hybl was Chairman 
of the Board of the International Foundation for Electoral Systems from 2003–2009 and currently serves as Vice 
Chairman of the Board and Executive Committee Chairman. He is also President Emeritus of the United States 
Olympic Committee and served twice as President when he led the United States Olympic Team delegations at 
the 1992 Olympic Winter Games in Albertville, France, and the 1992 Olympic Games in Barcelona, Spain. He 
again led the U.S. team at the Olympic Winter Games in Nagano, Japan, in 1998 and the Olympic Games in 
Sydney, Australia, in 2000. He serves as President Emeritus of the USOC and is Chairman of the U.S. Olympic 
Foundation. Hybl was inducted into the Colorado Sports Hall of Fame in 2006. He is Vice Chairman of the 
Board of Broadmoor Hotel, Inc. and President of the Air Force Academy Foundation and the Hundred Club of 
Colorado Springs. In 2009, he received the Outward Bound Compass Award for a lifetime of outstanding service 
to America’s young people. Hybl was re-elected to the Colorado College Board of Trustees in 2005 and named 
Citizen of the West in 2003. He was elected to the Colorado House of Representatives in 1972–1973 and was 
Special Counsel to President Ronald Reagan in 1981. He serves on the Boards of Directors for Broadmoor Hotel, 
Inc., Colorado Springs Colorado; Garden City Company, Garden City, Kansas; FirstBank Holding Company of 
Colorado, Denver, Colorado; and Mountain States Employers Council, Denver, Colorado. He is a graduate of the 
Colorado College and earned his J.D. at the University of Colorado School of Law in Boulder. He and his wife 
Kathleen have two sons and six grandchildren. 
 

 

John Jackson 
Executive Director, Adolph Coors Foundation 

John Jackson is Executive Director of the Adolph Coors Foundation, a Denver-based family foundation 
established by the Coors family. He oversees the administrative and program operations of the foundation and is 
responsible for developing and implementing entrepreneurial giving strategies that advance the family’s vision 
of a nation where individual freedom, personal responsibility, and free enterprise flourish. Jackson began 
providing consulting services to the foundations in 1991 and assumed his full-time role as Executive Director of 
the Adolph Coors Foundation and the Castle Rock Foundation in March 2010 (the two foundations ultimately 
merged on November 30, 2011). During that same period, he also founded and grew a successful mortgage 
brokerage, offering A-paper first and second residential mortgages. A long-time resident of Colorado, Jackson 
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has taken a leadership role in a variety of nonprofits including stints as chairman of both the Denver-area chapter 
of the March of Dimes and the Colorado Storm Soccer Association. He led a successful $1.5 million fundraising 
effort to relocate 13 youth soccer fields threatened by commercial development. Jackson was graduated summa 
cum laude from Fort Lewis College in Durango, Colorado, in 1980 with a degree in public and political affairs. 
He served seven years on the staff of United States Senator Bill Armstrong of Colorado, in Washington, D.C., 
and Colorado. Jackson and his wife, Debbie, still travel, golf, and watch soccer matches with their three sons, all 
of whom live in Colorado.  
 
 

Harris Kenny 
Policy Analyst, Reason Foundation 

Harris Kenny is a policy analyst specializing in state and local government reform at the Reason Foundation, a 
nonprofit think tank advancing free minds and free markets. Kenny conducts research on privatization, public-
private partnerships, public finance, transportation, infrastructure, corrections, and education policy issues. He 
has worked with policymakers in Texas, Florida, North Carolina, Arizona, Colorado, Oregon, and elsewhere to 
implement market-based policy solutions. Kenny assists in the production of several Reason Foundation 
publications, serving as an editor of the Annual Privatization Report and a regular contributor to Innovators in 
Action. His work has been published in The Denver Post, The Sacramento Bee, The Orange County 
Register, and various other print and online outlets. Prior to joining the Reason Foundation, Kenny worked at the 
Los Angeles Economic Development Corporation. He graduated from Pepperdine University with a B.A. in 
economics and he worked as a research assistant to Dr. Luisa Blanco at Pepperdine University’s School of 
Public Policy. 

 

 

Nathan Lamborn 

President and Founder, Benjamin Rush Society, University of Colorado Denver, School of Medicine Chapter 

 

Nathan Lamborn is a third-year medical student at the University of Colorado School of Medicine, enrolled in a 
joint MD/MBA program. Lamborn is the President and Founder of the school’s chapter of the Benjamin Rush 
Society (BRS). He is also a representative on the Medical Student Council and was elected class Financial Aid 
Representative. Outside of class, Lamborn volunteers with Big Brothers/Big Sisters and enjoys snowboarding 
the Rocky Mountains. He grew up in Colorado Springs and attended Colorado State University where he 
majored in business and finance. Before starting medical school, he spent time in Uganda helping in a clinic that 
provides rural medical services. Later that year, he moved to Washington, D.C., where he had the opportunity to 
intern for The Heritage Foundation in the Center for Health Policy Studies. It was at Heritage that he first 
learned about the BRS. The BRS believes the doctor-patient relationship is sacred and central to effective 
medical care. The society believes medicine is best served when practitioners have the liberty to serve their 
patients, rather than being controlled by a third party or government, and is committed to preserving the freedom 
to practice medicine in this manner, according to the dictates of conscience and the interests of patients. Liberty 
fosters innovation and progress in the field of medicine. The society therefore embraces thoughtful, well-
reasoned discourse regarding health care solutions that support this paramount principle. The BRS is currently 
on 17 medical school campuses, holding talks and debates across the country. In its short two-year existence, the 
CU BRS has hosted events featuring distinguished speakers including Congressman Tom Price, M.D. (R–GA), 
Chairman of the House Republican Policy Committee; Sally Pipes, President and Chief Executive Officer of the 
Pacific Research Institute; Dr. Linda Goreman of the Independence Institute; Thomas Stossel, M.D., Harvard 
Medical School; Mike Fallon, M.D., former congressional candidate; Colorado State Senator Irene Aguilar, 
M.D.; and Elinor Christiansen, M.D., founder, HCAC and HCACF. Topics have included the collaboration of 
industry and academia in medical innovation; the nexus of government and health care; the role of government 
in providing affordable, accessible and quality health care; and ObamaCare.  
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Jon Lerner 

Founder and Owner, Red Sea, LLC, and Basswood Research 

 

Jon Lerner is the founder and principal of Red Sea and Basswood Research. He has worked in politics and 
campaigns for over 20 years. He has extensive experience in polling and advertising and has served as lead 
general, media, and polling consultant to winning gubernatorial, U.S. Senate, and congressional campaigns as 
well as to successful ballot initiative, independent expenditure, and issue advocacy efforts. Roll Call has twice 
listed Lerner as one of the nation’s leading political consultants. Since its founding in 2001, Red Sea, LLC has 
produced some of the most effective and recognizable political advertising in the nation. Its ads have received 
awards, been debated on national news programs, and been subjects of several books written about political 
advertising. Red Sea’s polling company is Basswood Research. Basswood has vast survey research experience, 
having conducted polls in every state and hundreds of congressional and legislative districts. Basswood’s polling 
clients include the Republican Governors Association and the National Republican Senatorial Committee as well 
as several U.S. Senators, Members of Congress, Governors, and leading independent expenditure organizations, 
including the Club for Growth and Senate Conservatives Fund. In the 2010 election cycle, Lerner was lead 
consultant and strategist for the campaigns of U.S. Senators Pat Toomey, Mike Lee, and Tom Coburn; 
Governors Nikki Haley and Sean Parnell; and Congressman Tim Scott, among others. In the present election 
cycle, he is involved with 12 U.S. Senate races and the gubernatorial recall election in Wisconsin. Prior to 
founding the company, Lerner managed major statewide political campaigns and held legislative positions in the 
U.S. Senate and House. He received degrees from George Washington University, the London School of 
Economics, and the University of Chicago Law School. He lives in Maryland with his wife and three children. 
 

 

Nick Loris 

Herbert and Joyce Morgan Fellow, The Heritage Foundation 

 
Nicolas (Nick) Loris focuses on energy, environmental, and regulatory issues as a Policy Analyst in the Roe 
Institute for Economic Policy Studies at The Heritage Foundation. Loris researches and writes about energy 
prices and other economic effects of environmental policies and regulations, in particular climate change or “cap 
and trade” legislation. He also articulates the benefits of free-market environmentalism. He has been published 
and quoted in such publications such as The Wall Street Journal, The New York Times, The Washington Times, 
Investor’s Business Daily, Baltimore Sun, and Kansas City Star. His radio and television appearances include 
Fox News Channel and National Public Radio. He is a prolific contributor to The Foundry, Heritage’s rapid-
response policy blog. Before joining Heritage in June 2007, Loris was an associate at the Charles G. Koch 
Charitable Foundation, immersing himself for a year in a market-based management program. His first media 
experience was as an editorial intern for Townhall.com. Loris received his master’s degree in economics from 
George Mason University in Fairfax, Virginia. He holds a bachelor’s degree in economics, finance, and political 
science from Albright College in Reading, Pennsylvania. He was born and grew up in Quakertown, 
Pennsylvania, and currently resides in Arlington, Virginia. 
 
 

Rod Lowman 

President, The Lowman Group, LLC  

 

Rod Lowman is Founder and President of The Lowman Group, LLC, formed in 2005. Lowman carved a 
successful niche in helping companies, trade associations, public policy groups, and think tanks increase the 
awareness and appreciation of the unique benefits of their products and/or public policy proposals for targeted 
customers, policymakers, non-governmental stakeholders, ultimate consumers, and the voting public. Lowman 
served as Founding President and CEO for America’s Natural Gas Alliance. Building support from the biggest 
independent natural gas producers, he developed and implemented the largest natural gas industry national 



-13- 

 

strategic advocacy and marketing campaign. That campaign put natural gas back in the U.S. energy debate, 
promoting America’s abundant, clean, and domestic natural gas resources and economic and jobs benefits. He 
also served as Founding President and CEO for the Abundant Forests Alliance, representing the major U.S. 
forestry, wood, and paper products companies. He led the development and implementation of that industry’s 
largest national strategic communications campaign, reassuring consumers of industry’s commitment to protect 
our forests and environment through sustainable forestry practices, strengthening consumers’ positive 
associations with wood and paper products. AFA’s campaign was selected PRWeek’s Public Affairs Campaign 
of the Year. Before AFA, Lowman served as President for the American Plastics Council in Arlington, Virginia. 
APC developed and sponsored the highly successful national advertising campaign on the benefits of plastics, 
“Plastics Make It Possible,” often called “one of the most successful public persuasion campaigns.” Lowman 
brings a unique perspective to his clients. As a chemical engineer with an MBA, he has private industry and 
management experience in manufacturing, marketing, and government affairs with both Gulf Oil and 
Combustion Engineering. He has been part of the Washington scene for over 20 years. He and his wife Kathy 
live in Reston, Virginia, and have two married sons. 

 

 

Steven Malanga 

Senior Fellow, Manhattan Institute 

Steven Malanga is Senior Editor of City Journal, a Manhattan Institute Senior Fellow, and a 
RealClearMarkets.com columnist. He is author of the recently published Shakedown: The Continuing 
Conspiracy against the American Taxpayer, about the bankrupting of state and local governments by a new 
political powerhouse led by public-sector unions. He writes about the intersection of urban economies, business 
communities, and public policy. In 2010, Business Week cited him as one of New Jersey Governor Chris 
Christie’s intellectual influences. Prior to joining City Journal, Malanga was Executive Editor of Crain’s New 
York Business for seven years, serving on the publication’s editorial board and writing a weekly column. 
Malanga has also written articles on various topics for The Wall Street Journal, the New York Daily News, the 
New York Post, and other publications. Malanga is also the author of The New New Left (Ivan R. Dee, 2005) and 
The Immigration Solution: A Better Plan than Today’s (Ivan R. Dee, 2007), co-authored with Heather 
MacDonald and Victor Davis Hanson. 
 

 

Jennifer Marshall 

Director, Domestic Policy Studies, and Director, Richard and Helen DeVos Center for Religion and Civil 

Society, The Heritage Foundation 
 
As Director of Domestic Policy Studies at The Heritage Foundation, Jennifer A. Marshall oversees research in 
areas that determine the character of our culture: education, marriage, family, religion, and civil society. 
Marshall heads the think tank’s Richard and Helen DeVos Center for Religion and Civil Society, where 
researchers examine the role that religion, family, and community play in society and public policy. She also 
oversees FamilyFacts.org, an online source of easy-to-share charts, briefs, videos, and reports on the latest social 
science research on family and religious practice. In 2010, National Journal named Marshall one of 12 “power 
players” in Washington for her work on school choice and other education reforms. Before joining Heritage in 
2003, Marshall worked on cultural policy issues at Empower America, a free-market think tank. Before that, she 
was Senior Director of Family Studies at the Family Research Council and taught at an American school in 
Lyon, France. Marshall collaborates with Heritage colleagues to explore how moral values and civil society 
relate to issues such as limited government, a strong national economy, and foreign policy. One recent hallmark 
of her team’s efforts is “Indivisible,” a 2010 collection of essays in which prominent fiscal conservatives write 
on issues normally associated with social conservatives, and vice versa. Marshall contributes a regular column 
on issues of faith and family to the McClatchy-Tribune news wire, placing her perspective in dozens of the 
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nation’s best newspapers and affiliated websites. She has spoken at national and international forums, testified 
before Congress, and appeared on numerous radio and television shows, among them C-SPAN’s premier talk 
show, Washington Journal, and PBS’s To the Contrary. She is the author of Now and Not Yet: Making Sense of 
Single Life in the Twenty-First Century (Multnomah Publishers, 2007). The book evaluates the cultural, 
practical, and spiritual issues that marriage-minded young women confront as the age of first marriage continues 
to rise in America. Marshall holds a master’s degree in statecraft and world politics from the Washington-based 
Institute of World Politics and a bachelor’s degree in French from Wheaton College in Wheaton, Illinois, where 
she also earned teacher’s certification. She currently resides in Arlington, Virginia. 
 

 

Ann McElhinney 

Director and Producer of FrackNation 

Ann McElhinney is an Irish journalist and documentary filmmaker. Her work examining the real life costs of 
environmental policies has outraged many in the environmentalist movement. Radical environmentalists have 
compared McElhinney’s work to pornography and Nazi propaganda, and she has received several death threats. 
Her upcoming film FrackNation will look behind the exaggerations and tell the truth about hydraulic fracturing, 
or “fracking,” the process by which producers inject a fluid, composed of 99 percent water, and sand into wells 
to free oil and gas trapped in rock formations. In 2009, she produced and directed Not Evil Just Wrong, a film 
which critiqued concerns about global warming. Previously, Ms. McElhinney produced and directed Mine Your 
Own Business (2006), the first documentary that asks difficult questions of the environmental movement. She is 
an inspiring and humorous speaker and at CPAC 2009 was voted most popular speaker after Ann Coulter and 
Rush Limbaugh. McElhinney is a regular contributor to an array of international media organizations including 
the Sunday Times, the Irish Times, ABC, BBC, CBC (Canada), ABC (Australia), RTE (Ireland) and Fox News. 
 

 

The Honorable Edwin Meese III 

Ronald Reagan Distinguished Fellow in Public Policy and Chairman, Center for Legal and Judicial Studies,  

The Heritage Foundation 

 

Edwin Meese III is a prominent leader, thinker, and elder statesman in the conservative movement and America 
itself. At The Heritage Foundation, he keeps the late President Reagan’s legacy of conservative principles alive 
in public debate and discourse. As Chairman of Heritage’s Center for Legal and Judicial Studies, founded in 
2001, he works to educate government officials, the media, and the public about the Constitution, legal 
principles, and how they affect public policy. Meese spent much of his adult life working for Ronald Reagan, 
beginning when Reagan was first elected Governor of California in 1966 and then when he sought and won the 
presidency in 1980. From January 1981 to February 1985, he held the position of Counsellor to the President and 
functioned as Reagan’s chief policy adviser. He then served as the 75th Attorney General of the United States 
from February 1985 to August 1988. As the nation’s chief law enforcement officer, he directed the Justice 
Department and led international efforts to combat terrorism, drug trafficking, and organized crime. As both 
Attorney General and Counsellor to the President, Meese was a member of the Cabinet and the National Security 
Council. He also served as Chairman of the Domestic Policy Council and the National Drug Policy Board. 
Meese joined Heritage in 1988 as the think tank’s first Ronald Reagan Distinguished Fellow – the only policy 
chair in the country to be officially named for the 40th President. A decade after joining the think tank, he added 
the new role as Chairman of the Center for Legal and Judicial Studies. He headed the Center’s Advisory Board 
for the writing and editing of the best-selling book, The Heritage Guide to the Constitution (Regnery, 2005), that 
assembles 109 experts to walk readers through a clause-by-clause analysis of the Constitution. His other books 
include Leadership, Ethics and Policing (Prentice Hall, 2004); Making America Safer (Heritage, 1997); and With 
Reagan: The Inside Story (Regnery Gateway, 1992). He also is a Distinguished Visiting Fellow at the Hoover 
Institution at Stanford University in California and lectures, writes, and consults throughout the United States on 
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a variety of subjects. In 2006, Meese was named to the Iraq Study Group, a special presidential commission 
dedicated to examining the best resolutions for America’s involvement in Iraq. Outside of government and 
politics, from 1977 to 1981, he was a Professor of Law at the University of San Diego, where he also directed 
the Center for Criminal Justice Policy and Management. He was an executive in the aerospace and transportation 
industry as Vice President for Administration of Rohr Industries Inc. in Chula Vista, California. He left Rohr to 
return to the practice of law, doing corporate and general work in San Diego County. He graduated from Yale 
University and holds a law degree from the University of California-Berkeley. A retired colonel in the Army 
Reserve, he remains active in numerous civic and educational organizations. He and his wife, Ursula, have two 
grown children and reside in McLean, Virginia. 
 

 

Michael Miller 

Research Fellow, Acton Institute, and Director, Acton Media 

 

Michael Matheson Miller is Research Fellow and Director of Acton Media at the Acton Institute. With some 10 
years of international experience, Miller has lived and traveled in Europe, Asia, Africa, and Latin America. He 
lectures internationally on such themes as moral philosophy, economic development, social theory, and 
entrepreneurship. He is a frequent guest on radio and has been published in The Washington Times, The Detroit 
News, The LA Daily News, The American Spectator, and Real Clear Politics. He has appeared in various video 
curricula including Doing the Right Thing, Effective Stewardship, and The Birth of Freedom. Much of his current 
work at Acton involves leading PovertyCure, which promotes entrepreneurial solutions to poverty in the 
developing world. Before coming to Acton, he spent three years at Ave Maria College of the Americas in 
Nicaragua where he taught philosophy and political science and was chair of the Philosophy and Theology 
Department. He received his bachelor’s degree from the University of Notre Dame, an M.A. from Nagoya 
University’s Graduate School of International Development (Japan), an M.A. in philosophy from Franciscan 
University, and an M.B.A. in International Management from Thunderbird Graduate School of Global Business. 
He serves on the board of the Dietrich von Hildebrand Legacy Project and the President’s Advisory Council of 
Aquinas College in Nashville. 
 

 

Henry Olsen 
Vice President and Director, National Research Initiative, American Enterprise Institute 

 
Henry Olsen, a lawyer by training, is the Director of the American Enterprise Institute’s National Research 
Initiative. In that capacity, he identifies leading academics and public intellectuals who work in an aspect of 
domestic public policy and recruits them to visit or write for AEI. Mr. Olsen studies and writes about the policy 
and political implications of long-term trends in social, economic, and political thought. 

 

 

Israel Ortega 
Editor, Libertad.org, The Heritage Foundation 
 
Israel Ortega serves as The Heritage Foundation’s chief spokesman to Spanish-language news media, including 
print, radio, television, and online. As editor of Heritage’s sister website, Libertad (libertad.org), Ortega is 
responsible both for the content and for marketing it to a variety of audiences, including media, coalitions, and  
legislators. Ortega regularly contributes commentary to prominent Spanish-language newspapers and online 
publications. He is a frequent guest commentator on major Spanish radio and television outlets, including 
Univision, Telemundo, and CNN International, discussing Heritage’s research and analysis across a range of 
policy fronts. He has appeared on Fox News Channel and Fox Business Channel discussing policy issues, 
particularly as they relate to Hispanics in the United States. Ortega writes a monthly column for El Diario La 
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Prensa, the largest and oldest Spanish-language publication in New York City. His work has been featured 
in The Wall Street Journal as well as digital venues such as National Review Online, Real Clear Politics, the 
Daily Caller, the Huffington Post, and Fox News Latino. Before joining Heritage in January 2007, he was a 
Capitol Hill staffer for five years, including a stint as a legislative aide to Representative Ileana Ros-Lehtinen 
(R–FL), who became ranking member of the House International Relations Committee. He also worked as a 
press aide to Representative Deborah Pryce (R–OH), Chairman of the House Republican Conference and fourth-
ranking Republican in the 108th and 109th Congresses. Ortega received his bachelor’s degree in government in 
2002 from Hamilton College in Clinton, New York. He and his wife reside in Alexandria, Virginia, where they 
are active members of Gracia y Paz, sister congregation of Alexandria Presbyterian Church. In 2011, they 
became the parents of a baby girl. 
 
 

Nina Owcharenko 

Director, Center for Health Policy Studies, and Preston A. Wells, Jr., Fellow in Health Policy,  

The Heritage Foundation 

 
As Director of the Center for Health Policy Studies, Nina Owcharenko oversees The Heritage Foundation’s 
research and policy prescriptions on such issues as health care reform on the federal and state levels, Medicare 
and Medicaid, children’s health, and prescription drugs. Owcharenko is well known in Washington policy circles 
as a champion of patient choice and robust competition in America’s health insurance markets. She was 
promoted to Director of the Center for Health Policy Studies in June 2010 following more than 14 months as 
Deputy Director. Her responsibilities at the time included coordinating the think tank’s relevant research and 
leading the advocacy of its stances as debate in Congress over health care reform heated up in 2009. 
Owcharenko, who joined Heritage in 2001, has made the case for consumer-based health policy solutions as a 
guest expert on dozens of radio and television programs. Her research and analysis have been published in 
newspapers and periodicals around the country, as well as in such noted policy journals as Health Affairs. She 
has made presentations at national, state, and professional conferences. Owcharenko knows the inner workings 
of Congress well, having worked for nearly a decade as a Capitol Hill staffer. She served as Legislative Director 
for then Representative, now Senator Jim DeMint (R–SC) and for Representative Sue Myrick (R–NC). She 
began her Hill career on the staff of the late Senator Jesse Helms (R–NC). In 2008, Owcharenko won Heritage’s 
prestigious W. Glenn and Rita Ricardo Campbell Award in recognition of specialized but high-profile work on 
the uninsured and related issues, in particular the State Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP). Each 
year, the award goes to a policy expert who has made “an outstanding contribution to the analysis and promotion 
of the Free Society.” Owcharenko received a bachelor’s degree in political science from the University of North 
Carolina–Chapel Hill in 1994. Originally from Charlotte, North Carolina, she currently resides in Washington, 
D.C., with her husband and son. 
 
 

Sean Paige 

Executive Director, Peak Freedom Forum, and Deputy State Director, Americans for Prosperity Colorado  

 
Sean Paige is Deputy State Director of Americans for Prosperity Colorado and Executive Director of The Peak 
Freedom Forum, a group promoting economic and civic literacy in the Pikes Peak region of Colorado. He has 
been involved in public policy work for nearly 25 years, first in Washington, D.C., and more recently in 
Colorado Springs. He came to Colorado in 2002 as Editorial Page Editor at The Colorado Springs Gazette, 
where he spent five years vigorously championing the paper’s libertarian editorial philosophy, and has since 
served on the Colorado Springs City Council and the Colorado Springs Utilities Board. His 14 years in 
Washington included stints at the White House and as a congressional staff member. He is a former spokesman 
for Citizens Against Government Waste, is a former Warren Brookes Fellow at the Competitive Enterprise 
Institute, and has been a reporter and columnist for Insight Magazine, a news weekly published by The 
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Washington Times. His latest new media project is MonkeywrenchingAmerica.com, a website spotlighting the 
threat that professional green extremists pose to our property rights, economy, limited government ideals, and 
freedoms.  
 

 

Heather Pfitzenmaier 
Director, Young Leaders Program, The Heritage Foundation 

 

As Director of the Young Leaders Program, Heather Pfitzenmaier oversees The Heritage Foundation’s efforts to 
reach out and promote its mission to the next generation of Americans. These programs include a rigorous but 
welcoming internship program, campus outreach events, and “video webchats” through the YLP Virtual Think 
Tank. Pfitzenmaier, who joined Heritage in 2007, previously was Intern Coordinator for the Young Leaders 
Program, running various components of Heritage’s premier internship experience. Herself an alum of 
Heritage’s intern program, Pfitzenmaier holds a bachelor’s degree in English and political science from the 
University of Michigan. She was born in Royal Oak, Michigan, and grew up in Livonia, Michigan. 
 

 

Ted Rebarber 

Chief Executive Officer, AccountabilityWorks 

 

Ted Rebarber is CEO and Founder of AccountabilityWorks, a nonprofit education organization whose mission is 
to assist states, schools, and parents in implementing research-based practices and high-quality education 
assessment and accountability systems. AW developed and administers a sophisticated online assessment system 
for school or home testing in arithmetic, reading, and English language for English Learners (EL). AW also 
develops policy research analyses and proposals, including reform cost analyses, differential and performance-
based compensation, program evaluation, state academic standards, and testing. Prior to AW, Rebarber was co-
founder and Chief Education Officer of Advantage Schools, Inc., a charter school management company 
operating in 10 states that achieved high achievement gains with disadvantaged students. He served as a 
legislative and communications director for a senior Member of Congress and was the main staff author of 
federal charter schools and school choice legislation for the District of Columbia. Rebarber worked on school 
design and test development at Edison Schools, had responsibility for standards-based reform and research-based 
practices at the U.S. Department of Education in the George H.W. Bush Administration, and researched 
education policy at the Vanderbilt Institute for Public Policy Studies. He has testified before the U.S. Congress 
and authored a number of articles and publications. 

 

 

James Reiner 

Executive Director, Belay Enterprises 

 

James Reiner joined Belay Enterprises (www.belay.org) as Executive Director in June of 1999 and continues to 
direct the organization. While at Belay, he has overseen the introduction of four new social enterprise 
businesses: Baby Bud’s, the Good Neighbor Garage, Freedom Cleaning Services, and New Beginnings Custom 
Woodworks. He has also continued to grow Bud’s Warehouse, one of the nation’s first home improvement thrift 
stores and on-the-job training program for individuals with addictions or felony convictions, and is currently 
assisting in the development of a commercial kitchen business in partnership with the Denver Jail and a coffee 
shop to employ homeless young adults. Reiner is passionate about working with Christian entrepreneurs 
interested in creating, resourcing, and partnering with businesses that employ individuals who are rebuilding 
lives from addiction, homelessness, prison, or poverty. He writes about developing business ventures for 

disadvantaged communities at www.faithventureforum.org. Reiner graduated from the University of California 
at San Diego with degrees in economics and political science and has taken graduate classes in the Denver 
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Seminary MDIV program as well as in the Regis University Masters of Non Profit Management program. He 
enjoys reading, backpacking, climbing 14ers, biking, and being the father of two daughters and twin sons. 
 

 

Rob Saliterman 
Senior Account Executive, Google 

 

Rob Saliterman heads the Google advertising team’s sales and outreach efforts to Republican political 
campaigns, building relationships with campaign managers, digital agencies, and issue advocacy groups to drive 
adoption of online advertising. He previously served as Communications Director to former President George 
W. Bush in Dallas, Texas. He was Spokesman for International Affairs at the U.S. Department of the Treasury 
from 2008 to 2009 and earlier served as Director of Rapid Response in the White House Office of 
Communications. He has also worked at the Republican National Committee and on the Bush-Cheney ’04 
Presidential Campaign. Saliterman is originally from Minnesota and received a B.A. from Columbia University 
and an M.B.A. from Harvard Business School. 

 

 

Pat Shortridge 

President, PCS Consulting 
 

Over a 20-year career in politics and government, Pat Shortridge has developed extensive experience in 
communications, political strategy, policy development, legislative process, grassroots organizing, coalitions, 
campaign and project management, and fundraising. From 1991–2002, he served former U.S. House Majority 
Leader Dick Armey (R-TX) in many different capacities. Following that, he worked as Chief of Staff and 
Campaign Manager for Representative Mark Kennedy (R-MN). Since 2007, he has been President of his own 
consulting firm, focusing on campaigns, message development, grassroots organizing, and advocacy. He has 
significant experience with political and corporate clients, including most recently U.S. Senator Marco Rubio (R-
FL), the National Republican Congressional Committee, and Representative Paul Ryan (R-WI). In December, he 
was elected Chairman of the Republican Party of Minnesota. A native of Wiona, Minnesota and a graduate of 
Macalester College with majors in history and philosophy, Shortridge lives in Lino Lakes, Minnesota, with his 
wife, Christi, and three children. 

 

 

Barbara Smith 
President, The Federalist Society, Stanford Law School 

  
Barbara Smith is originally from St. Louis, Missouri. She graduated magna cum laude from Wake Forest 
University in December 2006. At Wake, Smith was President of the Wake Forest College Republicans. From 
April 2007-January 2009, she worked in the White House Counsel’s Office for President George W. Bush. She 
currently attends Stanford Law School and will graduate this June, after which she will clerk for the Honorable 
Thomas Griffith on the United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit. While at Stanford, 
Smith spent her first summer interning for Judge Richard Sullivan on the District Court for the Southern District 
of New York. She spent her second summer at the Washington-based litigation boutique Williams & Connolly, 
LLP. While at Stanford Law, Smith was Editor-in-Chief of the Stanford Journal of Law, Business, and Finance, 
a moot court semi-finalist, and a teaching assistant at both the law school and the Graduate School of Business. 
She is currently the President of the Stanford Federalist Society. During her involvement with the Federalist 
Society, the Stanford chapter was awarded the “Benjamin Franklin Feddie” award for best spring chapter in 
2011. Additionally, the Stanford chapter was awarded the 2012 Student Symposium. At the symposium in 
March, the Stanford Federalist Society hosted 500 students from across the country for a weekend of panels, 
debates, and discussions with the nation’s leading lawyers, judges, and practitioners.  
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Matthew Spalding, Ph.D. 

Vice President, American Studies, and Director, B. Kenneth Simon Center for Principles and Politics, 

The Heritage Foundation 

 
Matthew Spalding connects the principles of the nation’s founding with today’s thorniest issues as Vice 
President for American Studies at The Heritage Foundation. A constitutional scholar, historian, and best-selling 
author, Spalding also oversees Heritage’s B. Kenneth Simon Center for Principles and Politics and serves as 
project leader for the think tank’s First Principles initiative. The Center for Principles and Politics sponsors 
lectures, organizes seminars, crafts publications, and supports the work of scholars. Its mission is to teach 
policymakers, political leaders, and ordinary citizens about the principles of the nation’s political tradition and to 
explain the continued relevance and application of those principles in 21st Century America. In his 2009 best-
seller We Still Hold These Truths: Rediscovering Our Principles, Reclaiming Our Future (ISI Books), Spalding 
details America’s core principles, shows how they have come under assault by modern progressive liberalism, 
and lays out a strategy to recover them. The book, along with a subsequent “Leader’s Guide” and DVD, proved 
to be a guiding text for the fast-growing Tea Party movement. Spalding also is executive editor of The Heritage 
Guide to the Constitution, a line-by-line analysis of each clause of the U.S. Constitution. His other books as 
author or editor include A Sacred Union of Citizens: Washington’s Farewell Address and the American 
Character; Patriot Sage: George Washington and the American Political Tradition; and The Founders’ 
Almanac: A Practical Guide to the Notable Events, Greatest Leaders & Most Eloquent Words of the American 

Founding. Spalding, who came to Heritage in 1994, was the founding director of the Center for Principles and 
Politics before being named Vice President for American Studies in 2011. Previously, Spalding worked as a 
senior policy analyst at the Claremont Institute for the Study of Statesmanship and Political Philosophy, a think 
tank in Southern California where he currently is a fellow. A graduate of Claremont McKenna College, he holds 
a doctorate in government from Claremont Graduate School, where he concentrated his studies on political 
philosophy and early American political thought. He has taught American government at George Mason 
University, the Catholic University of America, and Claremont McKenna College. He is an adjunct fellow at the 
Kirby Center for Constitutional Studies and Citizenship at Hillsdale College. He and his wife, Elizabeth, 
currently reside with their two children in Arlington, Virginia. 
 
 

Jack Spencer 
Research Fellow, Nuclear Energy Policy, Thomas A. Roe Institute for Economic Policy Studies, 

The Heritage Foundation 

Jack Spencer specializes in nuclear energy issues in both the domestic and global arenas as The Heritage 
Foundation’s Research Fellow in Nuclear Energy Policy. Spencer studies and writes about nuclear waste 
management, technological advances, industry subsidies, and international approaches to nuclear energy. He also 
researches regulation of the industry, proliferation issues, the global energy market, and national security uses 
for nuclear power. Much of Spencer’s work centers on developing a comprehensive, subsidy-free, market-based 
approach to nuclear energy policy. That strategy includes fighting to preserve Yucca Mountain as a safe 
repository for nuclear materials. Spencer has testified before Congress on related topics, including nuclear loan 
guarantees and international implications of the growth of commercial nuclear power. The President’s Blue 
Ribbon Commission on America’s Nuclear Future heard his testimony in 2010 on how to introduce market 
forces into public policy for safely managing nuclear waste. Spencer began his second tour of duty at Heritage in 
September 2007 after working on commercial, civilian, and military components of nuclear energy at the 
Babcock & Wilcox Companies, based in Charlotte, North Carolina. From 1998 to 2005, he was a Heritage 
analyst on defense and national security. Spencer is quoted regularly in national newspapers such as The New 
York Times, The Los Angeles Times, and The Washington Post. He has appeared as a guest expert on Fox News, 
MSNBC, C-SPAN, and BBC, among other TV outlets, as well as on National Public Radio and such radio 
programs as The Rush Limbaugh Show. He holds a bachelor’s degree in international politics from Frostburg 
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State University and a master’s degree from the University of Limerick. While in Ireland, he began research 
toward a doctorate in international relations and national security. Spencer grew up in Mount Savage, Maryland, 
and currently resides in Washington, D.C., with his wife and daughter. 

 

 

Jon Stepleton 

President, Cheyenne Mountain Civic Solutions 

 

Jon Stepleton was a journalist and newspaper executive for nearly 30 years before beginning to focus his 
attention and energies more broadly on strengthening the mission-oriented capacity of organizations. He came to 
Colorado Springs in 1985 as Managing Editor of The Gazette Telegraph and also served as Editor and Associate 
Publisher and as one of the founders of Gazette Charities, a multi-faceted, $2 million annual corporate 
philanthropy program. He also has held a variety of leadership positions in nonprofit organizations involved in 
delivering emergency and transitional human services, health services, youth services, the arts, environmental 
conservation, and capacity building in that sector. He served for eight months in 2003 as interim President/CEO 
of the Colorado Springs Fine Arts Center and again in 2007 for a five-week period. He then served a year as the 
FAC board chairman. In 2004, he also had served for seven and a half months as interim President/CEO of 
Silver Key Senior Services. Today, in addition to his consulting practice in strategic philanthropy and creating 
positive change in organizations, he is President of Cheyenne Mountain Civic Solutions, a 501(c)(3) 
organization working in the areas of enhancing educational excellence, building bridges out of poverty for those 
who are committed to creating a new future story for their lives, and expanding the potential of networks of 
community building organizations to better our quality of life. Additionally, he serves Executive Director of the 
Pikes Peak Community College Foundation and senior adviser to the Woodford Foundation. 
 
 

Jim Stergios 
Executive Director, Pioneer Institute for Public Policy Research 
 
Jim Stergios is the Pioneer Institute’s Executive Director. Prior to joining Pioneer, he was Chief of Staff and 
Undersecretary for Policy in the Commonwealth’s Executive Office of Environmental Affairs, where he drove 
efforts on water policy, regulatory and permit reform, and urban revitalization. His prior experience includes 
founding and managing a business, teaching at the university level and in public and private secondary schools, 
serving as headmaster at a preparatory school, and writing for newspapers. Stergios holds a doctoral degree in 
political science. 
 

 

Mark Stevens 
Chief Executive Officer, MSCO 
 
Mark Stevens is a best-selling author; CEO of MSCO, a results-driven management and marketing firm; and a 
popular media commentator on a host of business matters including marketing, branding, management, and 
sales. He is known for delivering business insights with blunt truths and unconventional wisdom. MSCO has 
served a prestigious array of clients including Nike, Starwood, GE, Guardian Life, Intrawest, Estée Lauder, The 
MONY Group, Environmental Systems Products, Virgin Air, and many others. Through integrated marketing 
campaigns, MSCO focuses on achieving real results for its clients instead of awards that serve egos. Mark 
Stevens possesses an innovative and iconoclastic view of the business world, having served as a journalist and 
nationally syndicated columnist and in management positions at several global corporations. His incisive 
understanding of critical business issues is geared toward achieving extraordinary growth and success for his 
clients. Stevens is an in-demand speaker at organizations from Nike and Oracle to the Culinary Institute of 
America. A frequent guest commentator, he lends his insights and opinions on a wide variety of topics on Fox 
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Business Network, Associated Press, CNN International, Bloomberg TV, CNBC, MSNBC, NPR, and 
Bloomberg Radio and in The Wall Street Journal, the New York Post, The New York Times, and Forbes.com. 
Steven’s wildly successful blog, Unconventional Thinking, is in the top 1 percent of all published blogs (out of 
95 million blogs). In his latest book, God Is a Salesman: Learn from the Master (Hachette Book Group 
USA/Center Street, 2008), Stevens advocates transforming the current culture of sales from transactional and 
superficial to one based on faith, trust, and relationships. Based on the principles of the world’s great religions, 
Stevens delivers a life- and career-altering guide for anyone who sells anything – and everyone sells something. 
Stevens shook the marketing establishment with his Business Week bestseller, Your Marketing Sucks (Random 
House/Crown Business, 2003) and redefined the rules of management with Your Management Sucks (Random 
House/Crown Business, 2006). He is the author of 24 business-related books including these bestsellers: The Big 
Eight; King Icahn; and Sudden Death: The Rise and Fall of EF Hutton (a Wall Street Journal bestseller and 
Library Journal Business Book of the Year). Books by Mark Stevens have been published in the United States, 
the United Kingdom, Ireland, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, China, Germany, Spain, Japan, Russia, and 
Brazil.  
 

 

Margaret Taylor  
Senior Account Executive, DCI Group 
 
Margaret Taylor is currently serving as a Senior Account Executive at DCI Group as part of the Strategic 
Alliances team. Taylor builds relationships with think tanks, activists, issue experts, and advocacy organizations, 
primarily in the right-of-center and free-market communities that support a wide range of public policy issues. 
Her portfolio focuses on the telecommunications and technology sector. Prior to joining DCI Group, Taylor 
worked for Americans for Prosperity, the nation’s largest free-market grassroots advocacy organization. As 
Corporate Relations Manager, she built relationships with industry representatives on a variety of policy issues. 
Taylor has also held positions with the Charles G. Koch Charitable Foundation and the Washington Legal 
Foundation. In addition, she has volunteered on various campaigns including Bush-Cheney ’04 and McCain-
Palin ’08.A native Missourian, Taylor graduated from the George Washington University with degrees in 
political science and sociology and resides in Washington, D.C. In her free time, she helps stop food regulations, 
masters DIY projects, and talks tech. She can be found on Twitter @mectaylor. 
 

 

Paul Teller 
Executive Director, U.S. House Republican Study Committee 
 
Born in New York City and raised on Long Island, Paul Teller graduated cum laude in 1993 from Duke 
University in Durham, North Carolina, where he earned his B.A. in political science. Before graduating, he was a 
research assistant to Suzanne Garment, resident scholar at the American Enterprise Institute in Washington, D.C. 
Teller also volunteered on the Bush/Quayle 1992 campaign in Washington and North Carolina.  After 
completing his undergraduate work, he went into American University’s Ph.D. program as a Dean’s Scholar in 
political science. Simultaneously, he worked at the College Republican National Committee, where he was 
Advertising Director for its controversial national newspaper, The Broadside, and general assistant on national 
conferences and public relations. After finishing his graduate course work, he briefly worked as a research 
associate at the National Center for Public Policy Research. He then became Senior Advertising Account 
Executive for the national weekly edition of The Washington Times, specializing in advocacy and political 
fundraising advertising.  Teller was awarded his Ph.D. in 1999 after completing a dissertation on how the 
ideological distance between U.S. Senators from the same state affects representation. Shortly afterwards, he 
became a professional staff member for the Committee on House Administration under Representative Bill 
Thomas (R-CA).  In early 2001, Teller became Legislative Director for the House Republican Study Committee, 
the caucus of U.S. House conservatives, where he has done legislative research, analysis, and strategy as well as 
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coalitions and communications work across a broad range of issues, including taxes, energy, financial services, 
labor, telecom, campaign finance, foreign affairs, budget, and trade. As the RSC’s Deputy Director, Teller 
continued with these responsibilities, while leading the RSC’s outreach to the business community and 
conservative coalitions and directing the 150-person Conservative Staff Meeting. Now, as the RSC’s Executive 
Director and the conservative movement’s point man on the House side, he sets and implements strategy for the 
RSC’s policy, communications, and coalitions efforts.  The Washington Post recently described him as “one of 
the most influential conservative aides in Congress,” and Roll Call named him one of its “Fabulous 50” Hill 
staffers for 2012. Teller also helped found and continues to advise the House Conservatives Fund, the PAC 
aimed at electing conservatives to the U.S. House of Representatives. Additionally, he was Senior Policy 
Adviser in 2004 for Bill Spadea for Congress (NJ-12) and President of the Duke Club of Washington from 
2008–2010 and still serves on the club’s board of directors. He was recently appointed to the board of directors 
of the Duke University Alumni Association.  
 

 

Todd Thurman 

Digital Communications Associate, Strategic Communications, The Heritage Foundation 

 

Todd Thurman was born in Bellflower, California, and grew up in Burbank, California. He earned a bachelor of 
arts degree in political science at California State University, Northridge in 2004. Before joining Heritage, he 
worked at Yahoo! Search Marketing as a Listings Editor for two and a half years. Before that, he worked at 
Citizens United as a staff intern in the autumn of 2005. He resides in Arlington, Virginia. 
 

 

Phillip N. Truluck 

Executive Vice President, The Heritage Foundation 

 

As Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer at The Heritage Foundation, Phil Truluck has been 
responsible for developing and maintaining not only the think tank’s physical presence on Capitol Hill, but also 
its intellectual presence. In 1977, Truluck, a long-time associate of Heritage President Ed Feulner at the 
Republican Study Committee, became Heritage’s Director of Research. His assignment: to build a new kind of 
research department that did not then exist in Washington. With innovative and high-quality research, a well-
coordinated and targeted marketing strategy, and the landmark 1980 publication of Mandate for Leadership, 
Heritage began to make its mark in the nation’s capital. As Heritage’s COO, Truluck has successfully guided 
Heritage’s growth and development for 35 years. He was named to Heritage’s Board of Trustees in 2001. Before 
joining Heritage, Truluck served on the staffs of Senator Strom Thurmond and Representative Ben Blackburn 
and as Deputy Director of the Republican Study Committee. He is a founding Director and current member of 
the Board of Directors of the Center for International Private Enterprise, an affiliate of the National Endowment 
for Democracy. During 1982 and 1983, he served on the Executive Committee of the President’s Private Sector 
Survey on Cost Control, also known as the Grace Commission. He also served on the White House Fellows 
Selection Committee in the Reagan Administration. President Reagan appointed him to the Administrative 
Conference of the United States in 1987. Truluck is a Board Member of the Capitol Hill Business Improvement 
District, a nonprofit organization dedicated to enhancing the Capitol Hill neighborhood for tourists and natives 
alike. In addition, he is a member of the Philadelphia Society, which promotes a free and ordered society by 
broadening the understanding of America’s basic principles and traditions, and the Mont Pelerin Society, an 
international group of free-market intellectuals. Francis Marion University, located in Truluck’s native Florence 
County, South Carolina, has endowed the Phillip N. Truluck Chair in Public Policy in his honor to promote 
conservative views and reflect Heritage’s principles of free enterprise, limited government, individual liberty, 
and a strong national defense. The university has also awarded him an honorary doctorate. He lives in 
Washington, D.C., with his wife, Ann Wrobleski, and their three children: Macy, Walker, and Sutton.  
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Jason Turner 

Principal, Practical Government Solutions, and Visiting Fellow, The Heritage Foundation 

 

Jason A. Turner is Executive Director of the Secretary’s Human Services Innovation Group, a network of state 
secretaries who favor policy solutions through limited government along with the promotion of healthy, 
economically self-sufficient families. In addition, he is Principal of Practical Government Solutions, a consulting 
firm, and a Visiting Fellow at The Heritage Foundation. Turner served as Commissioner of New York City’s 
Human Resources Administration for Mayor Rudy Giuliani’s entire second term (1998-2001). With 17,000 
employees and a budget of $15 billion, the agency is responsible for welfare, employment, Medicaid, and child 
care programs. During Turner’s service with Mayor Giuliani, the proportion of single mothers without a high 
school education who were working increased from 14 percent to 44 percent over a five-year period ending in 
2001 (U.S. Census), while the city welfare caseload dropped by half. Turner implemented “JobStat,” a 
performance management system to engage all available welfare recipients in work activation activities to 
maximize job placement. He instituted performance-only contracts for private employment vendors, which 
doubled job placements and reduced overall program expenditures by one-third in the first year after its 
implementation. Before New York, Turner worked for Wisconsin Governor Tommy Thompson (1993-1997). He 
was appointed by Governor Thompson to lead the state team to develop a fully work-based alternative to 
welfare. This effort culminated in the passage and implementation of the well-known Wisconsin Works 
program, extensively covered in The New York Times and in American Dream (Jason DeParle, 2004). Earlier, 
Turner served as Director of Aid to Families with Dependent Children at the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services during the George H.W. Bush Administration. Turner was responsible for national 
implementation of the then-newly enacted welfare-to-work program called JOBS.  
 

 

John Von Kannon 

Vice President and Senior Counselor, The Heritage Foundation 
 

John Von Kannon has been a key player in The Heritage Foundation’s phenomenal growth in size, expertise, and 
influence for more than 30 years. For most of that time, he headed the Development Department, responsible for 
raising the money and attracting the supporters necessary to advance Heritage’s vision. Under his stewardship as 
Vice President and Treasurer, Heritage’s budget climbed from $4 million to more than $80 million. Membership 
increased over the past five years from 275,000 to 710,000 as Heritage strengthened its position as by far the 
most broadly supported think tank in the world. In 2009, he became Vice President and Senior Counselor. In 
addition to bringing in major gifts, he now concentrates on strategic planning, messaging to members, mentoring 
members of the development team, and public speaking. He says “matchmaker” was a better description of his 
longtime job than “fundraiser,” because he focused on connecting concerned Americans with Heritage’s ideas 
and values. Von Kannon joined the policy research institute in 1980 as an assistant to Heritage President Edwin 
J. Feulner for fundraising activities. He was named Treasurer a year later and promoted to Vice President for 
Development and Treasurer several years after that. In 1988, he left to become Vice President of the Pacific 
Legal Foundation, a public-interest law foundation in Sacramento, California. The next year, he led Russell & 
Von Kannon as President of that marketing and consulting firm in suburban Chicago. He rejoined Heritage in 
1991. In his pre-Heritage years, he was publisher of The American Spectator, the conservative opinion journal 
published at that time in Bloomington, Indiana. He later became a contributing editor for The Spectator and for 
years was listed on the masthead as “Kapellmeister” under his nickname, “Baron Von Kannon.” A graduate of 
Indiana University, he was an active member of Young Americans for Freedom and served on its national Board 
of Directors. Outside Heritage, Von Kannon now serves as a trustee of FREE, the Foundation for Research on 
Economics & the Environment in Bozeman, Montana. He is a trustee of four grant-making institutions. He 
regularly works with a wide range of conservative organizations across the country to advise them on ways to 
improve their fundraising programs. Von Kannon and his wife, Cindy, reside in Washington, D.C. They have 
two teenage children, Rachel and Jack. 
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Bridgett Wagner 

Director, Coalition Relations, The Heritage Foundation 

 

As Director of the Coalition Relations Department, Bridgett Wagner serves as The Heritage Foundation’s liaison 
to policy organizations, experts, and activists at the state, national, and international levels. She oversees the 
planning of the Annual Resource Bank Meeting as well as The Insider magazine and its online companion site, 
Insider Online, and with the Coalition Relations team builds support for the Heritage research agenda beyond the 
Washington Beltway. Since joining Heritage in 1981, Wagner has served as Research Assistant to the President, 
Director of Development, Director of Business Relations, and Director of 25th Anniversary Events. In addition 
to her Heritage duties, Wagner serves on the Board of Directors of the State Policy Network, the International 
Policy Network, and the Dominican Foundation. She serves on the Advisory Boards of the Benjamin Rush 
Society, the National Civic Arts Society, the Council on Public Policy in Germany, and the Adriatic Institute for 
Public Policy in Croatia. She is also a member of the Mont Pelerin Society and the Philadelphia Society. 
 

 

Kathleen Harnett White 

Distinguished Senior Fellow in Residence and Director, Armstrong Center for Energy and the Environment, 

Texas Public Policy Foundation  

Kathleen Hartnett White is Distinguished Senior Fellow in Residence and Director of the Armstrong Center for 
Energy and the Environment at the Texas Public Policy Foundation, a nonprofit research institute guided by core 
principles of limited government, free markets, personal responsibility, and individual liberty. White directs the 
CEE’s research and policy development on a range of issues including energy, climate change, air quality, water 
quality and water rights, waste, and endangered species. She has published in National Review, the Washington 
Examiner, the Daily Caller, the Houston Chronicle, and the Dallas Morning News. From 2001-2007, she was 
Chairman and Commissioner of the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, the second largest 
environmental agency in the world after the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. White served on the Texas 
Water Development Board, the Texas Economic Development Commission, and the Environmental Flows Study 
Commission and now serves as an officer and director of the Lower Colorado River Authority. She also served 
as Vice-Chairman of the Texas Water Foundation and as a member of the boards of the Texas Natural Resource 
Foundation and the Texas Emission Reduction Program. She has received the Texas Water Conservation 
Association’s President’s Award, the Colorado River Foundation’s Friend of the River Award, and the Texas 
Chemical Council’s Leadership Award. White is a partner with her husband in a 125-year-old ranching operation 
in far west Texas. A writer and consultant on environmental laws, free-market natural resource policy, private 
property, rights and ranching history, she received her bachelor cum laude and master degrees from Stanford 
University. White was Director of Private Lands and the Environment for the National Cattlemen's Association 
in Washington, D.C., and Executive Director of the Ranching Heritage Association in Lubbock, Texas. 
 
 

Marcus A. Winters 

Senior Fellow, Manhattan Institute for Policy Research 

 

Marcus A. Winters is a senior fellow at the Manhattan Institute and an assistant professor at the University of 
Colorado in Colorado Springs. He conducts research and writes extensively on education policy, including such 
topics as school choice, high school graduation rates, accountability, and special education. Winters has 
performed several studies on a variety of education policy issues including high-stakes testing, performance pay 
for teachers, and the effects of vouchers on the public school system. His research has been published in 
Education Finance and Policy, Economics of Education Review, Teachers College Record, and Education Next. 
His op-ed articles have appeared in numerous newspapers, including The Wall Street Journal, The Washington 
Post, and USA Today, and he is often quoted on education issues. Winters received his B.A. in political science 
from Ohio University in 2002 and a Ph.D. in economics from the University of Arkansas in 2008. 


